SUMMER 2009

Building the Plane While Flying It

ell, maybe it’s more like “refining the plane’s

design after each test flight” — where, in this case,

the refinements are the tweaks and updates our
newest forensic accounting instructors are discovering and
implementing in their respective curricula. Let me explain. In
the meantime, please fasten your seatbelt, bring your seatback
fully upright and lock your tray table securely in place.

We launched GGU’s new forensic accounting program
in January with expert input from our advisory board of
forensic specialists. Our first two courses delivered this spring
semester were warmly received by enthusiastic students eager
to explore the forensic accounting field. The students aren’t
the only ones learning, however; the instructors are assessing
what works in the course material, what needs additional
class time for in-depth coverage and which items are more
complex to convey than originally planned.

In ACCTG 311 Fraud Auditing, instructor Mark Wescott
of Navigant Consulting is reworking the timing of the
lectures, readings and assignments for each class session to
teach the course in an accelerated 10-week period for this
summer 2009 as part of the course offerings for the MAc day
program cohort students.

Greg Regan, of Hemming Morse Inc., is leading a team of
forensic accountants from his firm in teaching ACCTG 372
Introduction to Financial Forensic Accounting, the overview
course that touches on many areas which entire separate
elective courses delve into in greater depth. They will be slightly
reworking the timing and order of the course topics for this
summer’s class offering to lay out the material in a way that
allows for a more smooth transition through the subjects.

We are hopeful that both courses will be offered online
beginning fall 2009 and expect that making that transition
from the classroom to the cyber-classroom will result in
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additional changes to make both courses even more effective
in achieving their learning objectives. I am very appreciative
that all of our faculty, especially our brand new forensic
accounting adjunct professors, appreciate this cycle: test
flight; refine the design; test flight; refine the design.

Lastly, we continue to develop and teach new forensic
including ACCTG 373 Forensic
Accounting in Family Law, where we expect a mix of
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attorneys, CPAs and graduate accounting students to enrich
the classroom discussion [read more about this new class on
page 3].

Time for another test flight!

— MaRry CANNING (JD 81, LLM 82), DEAN
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