


than lany other case during the last decade except cases

invol!Ving our national security such as the Alger Hiss and

Rosenberg cases.

While everyone who read s the newspapers has heard

about! the Chessman case" there are very rew people who have

any knowledge as to what the case involves or the cause of

the delay or over nine years in disposing o~ the legal

problems presented tor solution

I otter no apology ~or speaking on this subject

because I am frequebtly asked by thoughtful. intelligent

people how it is possible, under our system tor the

admin~strat1on of ,justice, that a 'Person convicted of seventeen

felonies. two of which carry the death penalty, can escape

the 1*rl1ctlon or that penalty for over nine years, and the

case ~s now hack where it was the day the judgment was

prono~nced on June 25th, 1948. I have always endeavored to

~~~~!~~~~~~~uestlon and wltl ende~!or -~ do so today. I

want 

!t clearly understood~ however. that it 15 not iny



purpore to discuss the merits of the case or express any

opini?n in regard to the guilt or innocence or Chessman

Neithfr will I venture an opinion as to what may be the

outcome of the case. What I have to say w1ll relate solely

to what has happened in this case in the past as shown by the

record.

The record in the Chessman case discloses that on

May 21st. 1948, Chessman was found guilty of seventeen

felonies by a jury in the Superior Court of Los Angeles

County, and on June 25th, 1948. sentence o~ death was

pronounced against him. While he was not charged with or

conv1qted or murder,


