


and industrial penetration, instability of membership, craft exclusion
and absence of a permsnent political labor front, These characteriatics
were to go through a metamorphosis as the unions grew to maturilty,
Unions first appeared in this country about the close of the 18th
and the beginning of the 19th centuriss in the form of local craft
unions, maiply among the printers, cordwainers, bakers, shipwrighta

and carpenters, At the sarliest state the emergence of an employing

group snd relatively free compstition, crsated a struggle between the
employers and the wage earners which forced the latter to c ombine,

The unions took the ocraft form because of the nature of the
principal problem faclng them, the nature of the rfunctions they were
calied uron to perforn and the form of the busineass unit and sxtent
of the market, The problem was %o prevent the smployers from lowering
wages and ;ncreasing hours by taking advantage of the labor competition
of "illegal" men, By 1llegal 1s meant those men who wers not members
of the crafis, Thus, the rrincipal function of the wnion was to zuard

the competitive area, This area, on ace umt of the trade character
of the business unit and the local character of competltion, was the
craft in the local unit,
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The functions of these uniocna were not definitely formulated
in advance, but grew out of the conditions and problems which they had
to face, It is this problem of defining the functions of urnions which
is to namper their growth until Samuel Gompers finally successfully

resolved it in 1890, Since the efforta of the smployers were directed



