


and industrial penetrat1on6 instability of membership, craft exclualon

and absence of a permanent poll tical labor front 0 These characteristic8

~7ere to go throue~ a metamorphosis as the unions grew to maturityo

Unions first appeared in this country about the ~lose of the 18th

and the begL~ing of the 19th centuries in the form of local craft

~ionsg mainly among the printers. oordwainers9 bakers~ shipwrights

and carpenterso .~t the earliest state the emergence of QIl emplo~ing

group and ~lati"ely f~ee competition, created a struggle between the

em~loyers and the ..vago earners whiah forced the latter to c ombineo

The unions took fibs orai't form because of the nature of the

principal problem fac tng 'I#hem~ the nature of the i'unctions they were

called u~on to perfor~ and the form or the business unit and extent

01' the market 0 The problem was to prevent the employers from lowering

~/a~s and 1Ilcreasing hours by taking advantage of the labor competition

of "file gal" meno By i~egal is meant those men who were not members

of' tl'l6 craf'tso ThUSg the principal £unction o£ the union was to ,~d

the competiti"lS a...~ao This area,? on acc :;unt of the trade character

o~ the busi11eS3 lxnit and the local character of compet1tion~ was the

crai't in the local tmito
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The fUnctions o£ these unions were not de£initely formulated

in advance~ but grew out of the conditions and problems which they had

to facso It is this problem o~ de~1n1ng the functions o~ unions which

is to hamper trAir growth until Samuel Gompers f1n~ly succes8~ly

resolved i't in 18900 Since the efforts of the employers were directed


