
ADDRESS ON INDUCTI:ON AS ASSOCIATE JUSTICE OF SUPREME COURT OF
CALIF'ORNIA ON SEPTEMBER 12, 1939--~ -

In assumling the office of Associate Justice of the

Supreme Court of california, I am conscious of the great

responsibility which devolves upon me.

I feel very humble in the presence of my associates,

most of whom have grown gray in the tireless service which
'I

they have rendered to the people of this state in the solemn

discharge of their duties on this and other judicial tribunals

--they are all veterans in the judicial field, while I have

no judicial b~ckground to commend me to either the bench or

bar

I fear that I may often offend your sense of,judicial

etiquette, and cause you to look upon me with disdain, but I

beg of you to be patient with me and remember that you were

once in my situation.

Having achieved an ambition long cherished by me, I

cannot refrain from looking back over the course I traveled to

reach this goal.

The past rises before me like a dream --I can see

the little log cabin in Trinity County where I was born about

50 years ago --th,e 11 ttle rough board school house on Coffee

Creek where I learned my three RfS --the farms, mines, logging

camps, saw mills and machine shops where I worked and earned the



money to defray my expenses in attending high school and law

college --the long nights of study in preparation for my

chosen profession --the beginning of my law practice with

doubts and disappc.intments overshadowing my ambition to succeed.

Then success: twj.ce elected District Attorney --elected a

member of the Boar'd of Governors of the state Bar of California

for six years --a.ppointed City Attorney of two cities --

established a rep\.Jltation as a trj)al lawyer throughout Northern


