


tyranny under a monarchial form of government for over three
generations. They were the leaders in thé struggle which
overtnrew. that éovernment and they sought to establlish a
government of the people, by the people, and for the people,
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which would derive its just powers from the consent of the

governed. They sought to establish Jjustice, insure domestic

tranquillity, promote the general welfare, provide for thp'

common defense and secure the blessings of liberty to'themselveé,

) .

ahd thel§<poqterity 4-\3 government which would govern‘withgﬁgg
‘ ﬁynénny.andﬁﬁith§ﬁ£:oppression’and which would guarantee‘tO'
the gévefned'ail fﬁe 1iberty that a free people in a homogenoﬁa
soclety could en;yy.

The mén who drafted the Constitution were adherents
of the philqsophy deélared in the Declaratiqh\or‘Ipdepende;§e:
"We hoia tﬁese truths to be self evideat: That all men are
created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with
certaln unalienable rights; that among these are 11£e, 11b¢rty
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and the pursuit of happiness; That, to secure these rights






We kmow that great diversity of opinion existed among
the delegates as to the form of government they sought to
establish, Days and weeks were consumed in debate on many of
the provisions which subsequent even*s proved wise and salutary,
Historians tell us that the Constitution, as a whole, was in the
main a compromise. The concept of division of power between
three branches of government was new although it had been
advanced by students of government for many years. The concept
had really never crystallized in the form of a Constitution of
an established government. The objective of the concept was to
establish a governmental system of checks and balances which
would prevent any branch of the government from exercising
autocratic powers which might give birth to a new reign of
tyranny. There was strong opposition to the concentration of
power in the executive branch of the government. In view of the
opposition expressed by many of the delegates against power in
the executive branch of the government, it is fortunate that
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this department fared as well as 1t did. The legislative branch



several states in such manner as the states saw fit.

of direct election of members of Congress was adopted(only after
bitter opposition and by a very narrow margin of 'votes. A study
of tﬁé Convention proceedings leads one to believe that many of
the deiegates did not believe in the sort of popular government

we have today. The President an¢,V1ce-presiden£ were to be



