
October 30,1950

Oath.

I refuse to take the 8o~cal1ed state l~lty oath tor the

following reason.a:

(1) The Constitution of Oal1-ro~1& (Article XX, ;3) pre

scribes the oath Which a Justice of the Sup~e- Court

18 required to t-.ke and declares that". ..no other
~ ",'

oath, declaration.. or teat, shall be required as a

qualification tor &nY; office or public trust ." I

have taken tha;t oath m.ny times.

Since a Ju.tic~ ot- the Supreme Court i8 not required

to take the so-called 101&1 ty oath, I woul.d be

d1M.11ti~ 1t1 aw lit.:t,S~t:1qn involving 0-.1t! oath,

I -not disposed to 80 disqq$l.1tyit I should take it.

~8e.1t in ~ch 11t1'gatlon.

The so-called lo,alty oath i8 ineffective &8 a teat

Even its moat ardent proponents BaY thator loyal tJ .

it wIll be taken by those who are di81oyal# and I

It' it 18 true, then whatbelieve this to be true.

Absolutely nothing.will the oath accomplish?



III .,. op1BiOD.. a much more effective 10J'alt7 teat

would be a deelaratloa UDder oath that 4eclaraat

w .ver iate.reNd with aQJ'OM 18 the exercise

of b18 eo.-t1tQt1o-.1 riSbtS" ~lou1ar1J' thoae

rights whieb totaUtar!an gove~t8 d8llJ' tbe 1r

eubject8, """ tNed- of' 81.q1_. 8peeeh"
"8e8b~# ~ftC-7# etc.,. or 41ecr181_te4 .sa1D8t

8DJ"" ..aoCO\1Dit or h18 co.1- ..c
a.s that 4M1a.-t ba4 &14- ..dU e."'"
t _.A ,,1..- ~~~~.. ;e - 1 "~ ~ ~..0 ~ ~ O'Y_~~~ ~,~ ~ .~&~~- w# ~~

~1D6 -~ol.t~ re,ttoa1ft8 1 nt.. 0-.
re~~tlou.. or 1ft f&11:tQg to~ort e~~..
- MJ! all tu -""'.. the . t t--"'- ..,..,'" c go;Y.~a. ~

1ft ~ roil ow1SIg part tout...
0

thU8 ~~~.g hs.-ele gull fir of' per J~ it' ~

t.~ to .tate ..it- -parito:1c11ar $8 81eh
""- k.A t 1.'~ t -- t -"'. t .t 1 *1;5 I~ .~.~ ~ 0 v~ "a.t#W",ooa ~~S~.

or ta1~84 to euppon the pve...t ~ 1 ta 'tfar

I wo!t4er how --of the ~0U8ett_t~

advocates of the lonl tT oath would take neb

an oath.



I have been a public official of this state tor over

30 yeara, aDd I resent baving ~ loyalty questioned

b7 DOW being .8ke4 to take a 107&1 ty oath. It what

I have daM aid 8&14, both .a a public official

and as a pr1vate citizen doe. not establish III"

10J&1tJ' to the Oovem.nt of' t~ United States and

this .tate, no &mO\U)t of 8ftaring 1f1l.l do 80

The oath which I tOOk 1. 1913 when I beoau a .mber

ot the ~ or thIs .tAte, -the _th whIch I took

.-I became Dl.tr1et Atto~" Or Sna.ta CoU11t,. In

1919 a:d aga1R 1it 1923, -the oath which I took

when I beC8* a _~r 01: the Boal"d ot Govemora

of' the State Bar of' 0&11f'omia in 1927 aDd ap~ 10.
"

1'-; .1919 a'D4 1m t -the oath which I took .tiea

I bec-. Cl'tJ' Att~ of the city ot Mouat She;$~

fa 1m.. ..the oatb ~cb I ~k wheD I bec~

nit, AttQ~Y OFf the c1t7 Qt' ftM41~ 1a 1931~ -the
'th ..., '- I t 'k ,"'-- I b S".-t S t .., ~l;a:1;t>I;" 00 Wl;~ eo... .;. e ~M,or ...~

the 5th Senatort.." D!abr1ot of th1.a state in 1939, -

and: the oath which I took when I became Associate

Juatlee ot the Supreme Court ot California 1n 1939,

a~ agaIn in 1941, and again in 1949, all eo~tained

a solemn vow that I would support the COD8tltutlon

of the United States and the Conatitutio~ of the

State of California. It I have lived up to any one





and hysteria over so-called loyalt7 oaths has made

California the laughing stock ot the natloa.

nOh, wad some power the glttle gie us,

To Dee ourselves as others 8ee U$!

It wad trom softie a. blunder tree us,

And .foolish notion."

(BurD8)




