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GUIDE SERIES 6 – INTERNATIONAL LAW 

 Guide #6D – INTERNATIONAL LAW 

 

 
There are several terms used to describe the study of law beyond the borders of the United 
States: 
 

• Comparative Law: The comparison of the different legal systems of the world. 
• Foreign Law:  The laws of other nations. 
• International Law:  Laws governing nations or international organizations – such 

as the United Nations – in their relationships with each other. 
• Private International Law:  the body of conventions, model laws, legal guides, 

and other documents and instruments that regulate private relationships across 
national borders. 

 
This guide provides tips for general research in International Law.  International legal 
resources are quite extensive and their research is complicated; this guide is intended to 
get you started rather than provide exhaustive sources. 
 
INTERNET RESOURCES 
 
ASIL (American Society of International Law) Guide to Electronic Resources for 
International Law at http://www.asil.org/erghome.cfm.  
 
EISIL – The Electronic Information System for International Law at http://www.eisil.org/.  
This is a web directory with extensive resources. 
 
Foreign and International Law from WashLaw Web at http://www.washlaw.edu/. 
 
See our listing of international law journals at  
http://www.ggu.edu/lawlibrary/specialcollections/intlawjournals  
 
BOOKS 
Basic documents in international law.   Edited by Ian Brownlie.  Oxford ; New York: Oxford 
University Press, 2002.  (Stacks, KZ64 .B37 2002) 
 
Buergenthal, Thomas.  Public international law in a nutshell.  St. Paul, MN: West Group, 
c2002.  (Open Reserve, KZ3410 .B84 2002) 
 
Encyclopedia of public international law.  Published under the auspices of the Max Planck 
Institute for Comparative Public Law and International Law; under the direction of Rudolf 
Bernhardt advisory board, Rudolf L. Bindschedler ... [et al.]; assistant general editor, Peter 
Macalister-Smith.  Amsterdam; New York: North-Holland, 1992- .  (Open Reserve, KZ1160 
.E63) 
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Fox, James R.  Dictionary of international and comparative law.  Dobbs Ferry, N.Y. : Oceana 
Publications, c2003.  (Open Reserve, KZ1226 .F69 2003) 
 
Guide to international legal research.   Compiled by the editors and staff of the George 
Washington journal of international law and economics.  Charlottesville, VA: LEXIS Law 
Pub., c2004. (Open Reserve,  KZ1234 .G85 2004) 
 
Janis, Mark W.  An introduction to international law.  NY: Aspen Publishers, c2003.  (Stacks, 
KZ3140.J36 A35 2003) 
 
Parry and Grant encyclopaedic dictionary of international law.  Edited by John P. Grant and 
J. Craig Barker.  Dobbs Ferry, N.Y: Oceana Publications, c2004. (Open Reserve, KZ1160 
.P33 2004) 
 
Rosenne, Shabtai.  The perplexities of modern international law.  Leiden; Boston: M. Nijhoff, 
c2004.  (Stacks, KZ3410 .R67 2004) 
 
Slomanson, William R.  Fundamental perspectives on international law.  Australia; United 
States: West/Thomson Learning, c2003.  (Open Reserve,  KZ3180.S59 F86 2003) 
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