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1. You have three (3) hours to complete this exam

2. This is an open book exam. You may use any written materials.

3. This exam consists of three (3) essay questions. You should outline your response to
each q~estion before writing the response. We recommend that you spend 15-20 minutes
outlining each question before responding. There are 100 total points available for this
exam, with each question having the following points:

Question .1: 33 points
Question 2: 40 points
Question 3: 27 points:

4. Please answer these questions in the blue books provided to you. Write only on the
right hand side of the page (skipping a page each time) and double-space your work.
Please write legibly.

5. Question 1 pertains to patent law. This question will be graded by Adjunct Professor
Morrill. You MUST ANSWER THE FIRST (PATENT) QUESTION IN A
SEPARATE BLUE BOOK AND WRITE "PATENT QUESTION" ON THE BLUE
BOOK COVER If you need more than one blue book to answer Questionl, each blue
book you use must be labeled "Patent Question."

6. Write your exam number on your exam envelope. Put student exam # at the top of
this page, each page of questions, and each blue book. Do not use yoUr name, student ID
number, Social Security Number, or in any other-way identify yourself on any exam
materials;

7. At the conclusion of the exam, return all exam materials to the exam envelope and
submit it to the proctor. Do not seal the envelope. Students who do not return all exam
materials at the end of the exam may not be graded.

Good luck!
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Larry recognized that magnets could be used to hold the cubes together, but he
had great difficulty in translating his idea into a working model. He worked on models of
his idea for many years while he was a graduate student, but was unable to make a
version that worked. Finally in 1968 he located some small, strong magnets and made a
working wooden model of his puzzle in June, 1968.

In July 1968 Dr. aber, the president of Larry's employer, was in Larry's office,
saw the model on his desk and began to play with it. Dr. Ober asked ifhe could buy one
of the puzzles. Larry told him that it was not available commercially, but he could take it
home to play with it. Dr. aber did take the model home, and returned it in a week.

Larry filed a patent application on his puzzle on September 12, 1969 and the '201
patent issued to him on October 8,1971. Claim 1 of the '201 covers any three
dimensional cubic puzzle fonned of small cubes which move in relation to each other,
and is not limited to the use of magnets to hold the puzzles together.

Larry never attempted to commercialize his puzzle.

In February, 1981 Larry became aware of a puzzle made by the Ideal Corp called
the Rubik's Cube, a 3x3x3 cube composed of smaller rotating cubes painted in six
different colors. Larry contacted Ideal to inform them of the patent, and was told by
Ideal's attorney that Ideal got the idea of the Rubik's Cube from one of its marketing
agents who had seen Hungarian children playing with a traditional folk puzzle of this
type during a trip to Hungary. The Hungarian folk puzzle has been used since at least
1850.

The agent brought one of the Hungarian puzzles back to the United States in 1978
and Ideal decided to take it to market. Ideal's Rubik Cube was a copy of the Hungarian
folk toy, which Ideal had renamed "Rubik's Cube." The Rubik's Cube hit the stores in
June, 1980 and immediately became a huge success, selling many million. There is no
dispute that Larry's patent claims covet the Rubik's Cube.

The Rubik's Cube, a Version of a Traditional Hungarian Folk Puzzle
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