
2020 COMMENCEMENT STUDENT SPEAKER APPLICATION

The Student Speaker will deliver an address at the Commencement Ceremony on behalf of the 
graduating class.  If you are interested in being selected as the Student Speaker, please answer 
the following questions and send them in a word doc to the email listed below.  Your response 
should not exceed a paragraph or two per question.  Please write “2020 Commencement
Speaker Application” in the Subject line of the email.  

 Why do you feel you are representative of the graduating class of 2020?

 In your opinion, what constitutes an inspiring and appropriate graduation
speech?

 Please briefly outline your speech.
All applicants chosen by the Commencement Speaker Selection Committee will be contacted 
and asked to present their speeches to the committee.  After hearing the speeches, the 
selection committee will select the class speaker. 

NOTE: When an applicant auditions, the individual must have the speech typed out exactly as it 
will be given both at the audition and on commencement day.  Two copies should be brought 
to the audition—one for the applicant and one to give to the committee before he or she 
begins the speech. If you are an online student and will be attending commencement in-person, 
you may audition via Zoom. 

If applying to be the Student Speaker, return your application no later than March 20, 2020.

Finalist will be selected and notified by March 27th.

Auditions with the full and completed speech will be held week of April 6th  

In addition to excellent speaking ability, the following criteria have been established for 
selection of the 2020 Student Speaker:

 The speech should be 6-8 minutes in length.

 The speech should be appropriate to the occasion, represent the entire graduating
class (Business, Accounting, Tax, graduate and undergraduate), and address the
whole audience (graduates, faculty, family and friends, distinguished guests, etc.).

 The speech may contain references to current events, but current events should not
form the central theme or focus of the speech.

Please send applications via e-mail to commencement@ggu.edu 


