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MARY SAYS...
When the World Knows Your Name

Acadcmic year 2007-2008 began this past fall with the School of Tax wel-
coming five officers of the Pakistan Board of Revenue to our full-time
nine-month day program. They joined 45 other students committed to the rigor-
ous and accelerated program, which began at the end of July 2007. We also
welcomed an officer from the equivalent of the IRS in Japan.

Spring celebrated another success with all eligible full-time tax and MAc stu-
dents employed in staff positions with Big 4, Global 7,
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our students have the most relevant, up-to-date industry
knowledge. This coming fall, at our San Francisco site, Rothstein Kass partner
Paul Kangail and Senior Manager Nevin Sethi will co-teach a new elective course
they have written. TA 396H, Taxation of Financial Instruments, will examine the
rules regarding tax treatment of stocks, bonds, options, forward contracts,
futures contracts, convertible and contingent payment instruments, swaps and
hybrid instruments. Wash sales, constructive sales, short sale rules, straddles,
market discount, original issue discount, Section 1256 and notional principal
contract regulations will also be covered. It is expected that this course will be
offered online, as well as at our Seattle and LA sites, by summer and fall 2009.
The School of Tax is also developing, with the collective resources and experi-
ence of several tax professionals, a new course covering FAS 109, corporate tax
accrual, FIN 48 and various corporate tax-function issues and topics. Expect to see
this course in summer 2009 in San Francisco, with other site roll-outs to follow.
This past November, the School of Tax celebrated its 40th year of offering the
MS tax degree! More than 200 alumni and adjuncts (with 12 firm-sponsored
tables) enjoyed an evening honoring the contributions of its former deans, in par-
ticular the vision and leadership of co-founders John Williams and William
Taggert. Tim Jorstad (MBA 81) capped the evening, echoing the experience of
many in the room, when he shared the importance and value of his GGU degree
to the development of his successful tax and business-services practice servicing
legendary celebrity music-business clients.
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